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UNESCO 


and BOOKS 
by 


Jan Smid, Director, UNESCO 
Middle East Science 
Cooperation Office. 


I am not a specialist in libra- 
ries, but it is with pleasure that 
I accepted to contribute to this 
issue of the « LIBRARY 
WORLD » and to inform your 
readers about the particular 
interest and achievements of 
UNESCO in your field. 


This interest is dictated by 
our constitution. UNESCO has 
to facilitate the free circulation 
of ideas and the easy approach 
by all oples to what each 
country is publishing. 

The UNESCO activities ia 
this field are extremely varied 
and I_ selected the title 
«UNESCO and Books» to show 
more clearly what our Organi- 
zation has accomplished in each 
phase of book production and 
in the development of libraries. 


Books are obviously the main 
item of interest to libraries and 
librarians. The world produc 
tion of books is considerably 
concentrated. About 3000 lan- 
guages are spoken around the 
world without takin into 
account their various dialects. 
However, nine tenths of ail 
literature is written only in 
eight languages : English, 
Russian, French, German, Japa: 
nese, Italian, Spanish and 
Chinese. This concentration is 
even more striking when we 
consider the translations. 
Seventy per cent of all world 
translations are made only in 
four languages : English, 
Russian, French and German. 


Considering the national pro- 
duction of original works and 
of translations, about three 
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THE AUTHOR 

Born in 1912 in Czechoslovakia. Gra- 
duated in Civil Engineering at the 
Prague Technical University. Further 
studies at the Ecole des Ponts et 
Chaussées in Paris where he worked 
also at its Laboratory of Photoelasti- 
cimetry. Shortly before the war, he 
was engaged in the project bureau 
of Prof. A. Caquot, former President 
of the French Academy of Science. 
Volunteer in the Allied Armies in 
19389, he was discharged from _ the 
military service early in 1946. Worked 
again with Prof. Caquot and other 
projects bureau in Paris till bis 
engagement with UNESCO in August 
1947. Was sent to establish the East 
Asia Science Cooperation Office of 
UNESCO in China in October 1947. 
Was transferred to the Philippines in 
1951 to head the Manilla Branch of 
the South East Asia Science Coopera- 
tion Office of UNESCO and then to 
Djakarta in 1954 to the main office of 
that Centre where he was acting 
Director in 1957 and transferred to 
Cairo, Middle East Science Coopera- 
tion Office of UNESCO in August 
1957 as Deputy Director. Appointed 
Director of the Cairo Office in July 
1958. 
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quarters of some 250,000 works 
published yearly in the world 
are coming from only ten coun- 
tries: China, US France. 
India, Italy Japan, Netherlands. 
Germany (Federal Republic), 
U.K. and USSR. Thus the majo 
rity of all countries do not 
occupy an — place in the 
production of ks. 


To improve this situation, it 
is necessary to create certain 
favourable conditions which 
would permit an increased acti- 
vity in this field. It is especially 
necessary to adapt certain lan- 
guages so that they may become 
suitable for literary works, fo 
have authors who write in these 
languages, and to have as weil 
a sufficient number of prospec- 
tive readers of their works, 
UNESCO contributes actively to 
the realization of these condi- 
tions. 


The need of adaptation of 
certain languages to literary 
expressions is particularly felt 
in various African and Asian 
countries which have been una- 
ble to develop their literature 
and which have only few 
written forms in their language. 
In these countries, UNESCO 


helps local educators teach the 
masses how to read and write 
in their native language. In 
our program of Technical Assis- 
tance, we have published various 
books in tribal languges, even 
those in which there was yet 
nothing printed before. At the 
same time, we help various 
countries print suitable and 
cheap text-books as well as 
appropriate books for new lite- 
rates. It is indeed very import- 
ant that the countries should 
not leave the masses of people 
who have just learned how to 
read, without anything to satis- 
_fy their desire for reading. 
Having this in mind, UNESCO 
decided in 1957 to consider as 
its major project in education, 
the preparation and printing of 


suitable books for newly literate 
people in Latin erican 
countries, where that need was 
particularly felt. 

A similar project is starting 
to develop in Asia where a 
UNESCO sponsored centre for 
the Production of Readin 
Materials started to work an 
covers Burma, Ceylon, India and 
Pakistan. 


It is evident also that each 
such country, having its native 
language unsufficiently deve- 
loped, needs to have an easier 
approach to the world literature 
by teaching its population a 
foreign language of wide com- 
munication. UNESCO is giving 
advice in the field of modern 
teaching of these languages by 
holding regional meetings and 
by sending experts to these 
countries, upon the request of 
the corresponding government. 


The next condition to have 
the production of 
increased in various countries 
is to train authors to write 
books and to protect them in 
their task UNESCO helps 
in this field in general by its 
great campaign against illitera- 
cy in Africa, Asia and Latin 
America, and, as far as our 
budget permits, we encourage 
authors with suitable fellow- 
ships in their field. 


To establish a more adequate 
equilibrium in_ translations, 
UNESCO is helping to publish 
translations of outstanding 
works into languages of wide 
diffusion. Over thirty of such 
works have already n pre- 
pared under the sponsorship of 
UNESCO and many others are 
in preparation. This activity 
includes translations from Ara- 


bic, Persian, Portuguese, Japa- 
nese and various Indian lan- 


guages. All these franslations 
are published by private 
publishing companies in the 
«UNESCO COLLECTION OF 
REPRESENTATIVE WORKS» 
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In the same field of activities, 
UNESCO is publishing regular- 
ly an «INDEX TRANSLA- 
TIONUM> which is a bibliogra- 
phy of translations of original 
works ia th form of books, 

ublished all over the world. 

he last edition has over 27.000 
titles from nearly all the coun- 
tries which are _ publishing 
translations. The great interest 
in this publication is proved by 
the fact that since its first 
edition, 9 years ago, the contri- 
butions are four times higher. 


The final basic condition of 
the production of books is of 
course the existence of pros- 
pective readers. In the past, 
there was only a small fraction 
of the population in each coun- 


try which was literate and the 
books reached then a_ very 
limited public. At present, the 
improvement of illiteracy is 
helping very considerably the 
diffusion of books and is trans- 
forming rapidly the future of 
mankind. Every year, over 25 
million individuas, including 
adults, learn how to read and 
this permits them to enlarge 
their horizon and to assimilate 
new ideas which are expressed 
in these works. The total num- 
ber of literates is about one 
thousand and three hundred 
millions which is half the 
world’s population. Unfortun- 


ately we have no records as to 
how big a proportion of these 
persons read books regularly. 
In certain well developed 
countries, it is estimated that 
in spite of the competition of 
movies, radio and _ television, 
about 60% of literate peopie 
read books regularly. It is 
thus evident that books are read 
by a very wide public and their 
number is_ increasing rapidly. 

Concerning the practical vro- 
blems of the production of 
books, it is necessary to train 
also the qualified technical 
people and to improve the sup- 
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ply of printing paper. UNESCO 
tries to improve this situation 
by its experts, who advise 
governments about the cheap 
production of books, and the 
use of new modern techniques, 
as for example photo-composi- 
tion for the printing of compli- 
cated Asian characters. 

The supply of printing paper 
is another important problem. 
Whenever there is a shortage 
of paper in the world, the under- 
developed countries are the 
most exposed to this risk, and it 
will remain so, until they have 
their own paper production. 
UNESCO in cooperation with 
the United Nations and other 
Specialized Agencies, like the 
Food and Agricultural Organi- 
zation, is helping these countries 
to build paper mills and to start 
the production of paper on their 
own. 


All the above problems con- 
cern the economical side of the 
publishing of books in various 
countries. There are, however. 
many additional obstacles in the 
international circulation of 
books. Let us consider all the 

hases by which a book passes, 
rom the time of its printing, to 
the time it arrives in the hands 
of the reader, home or abroad. 
We will then consider which 
rdle UNESCO is playing in all 
these problems. 


Once a book is printed, the 
publisher is obliged to accom- 
plish certain formalities in view 
of protecting his rights, as well 
as the rights of the writer. We 
are then coming into the very 
complicated legal field of copy- 
rights. The situation is even 
much more difficult due to a 


very incomplete international 

rotection. Certain countries 

ave signed conventions which 
are applied to all or several 
countries, while other countries 
have not signed any such agree- 
ment at all. Another obstacle 
is that, even if the publisher or 
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the author can _ obtain this 
rotection in foreign countries, 
. must go through very com- 
plicated and costly formalities. 


UNESCO, since its establish- 
ment, started to take care of 
this gigantic task. This effort 
culminated in August 1952 by 
the inter-governmental con- 
ference on copyright in Geneva, 
where 50 countries participated 
and adopted the final text of 
the UN RSAL COPYRIGHT 
CONVENTION which guaran- 
tees to authors an adequate 
payment for their. work and 
facilitates the publication and 
diffusion of their works in the 
foreign countries, either in their 
original forms, or their trans- 
lation. 

This Convention does not re- 
place the different previous 
agreements on Copyright but 
tries to complete their short- 
comings and to apply them to 
the world scale. Its main 


‘feature is that the signatory 


countries guarantee the same 
protection to foreign works 1s 
to the literary works of their 
own citizens. One of the many 
advantages of this Convention 
is the abolition for the signa- 
tory states of all the registering 
formalities, under condition that 
the works to be protected have, 
in a circle, a letter «C» together 
with the name of the copyright 
owner and the indication of. the 
year of the first edition. This 
protection is extended to trans- 
lations. It mentions also that 
the writer gives exclusively the 
authority for the translation of 
his works during the whole 
period of their protection. 
After the delay of seven 
years since the first edition of 
a literary work, a country can 
authorize its translation, but 
the translator must pay a sui- 
table compensation to the owner 
of the copyright and must print 
on the translation the title and 
the name of the author of the 
original work. 


This Convention came into 
force on 16th September 1955, 
when its ratification was made 
by 12 signatory states. Since, 
several additional countries 
have accepted that Convention. 
This is certainly a great step in 
the establishment of the Uni- 
versal system of protection >f 
authors. 


When a book is then printed, 
it has to come across several 
obstacles made by excessive 
transport charges, importation 
rights, internal taxes or by 
oo delays at the Customs. 

ometimes foreign exchange 
regulations prohibit the library 
to pay its orders, and the whole 
lot of books has to be returned 
to the publisher. 


The International Postal 
Union tries to reduce by all pos- 
sible means the postal charges 
for publications. At its Congress 
in 1947, the Union decided that 
books, printed matters and 
musical works could be sent dy 
post at 50% of the normal 
postal charges. Of course, the 
application of this decision is 
not compulsory, and unfortun- 
ately less than 50% of countries 
have adopted it. 


In 1952, UNESCO submitted 
a proposal which would make 
this decision compulsory, but 
this effort was not successful. 


Another UNESCO proposal was 
then accepted and that was to 
grant to shipments abroad the 
same reduction of tariffs as to 
the books sent inside the 
country. 

A similar effort was made by 
UNESCO for the reduction of 
ship and air freight charges for 
books and printed matters. 


When books reach the fron- 
tier, another problem crops up 
which is the customs charges. 
Twelve per cent of countries re- 
quest an import duty on foreign 
publications, 40% impose in- 
ternal taxes and 70% aggravate 
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the problem by foreign ex- 
change control. 


To inform the public about all 
these difficulties and advise as 
how to solve them, UNESCO 
published a manual «CULTU- 


RAL EX GE AND COM- 
MERCIAL ARRIES». To 
ameliorate the situation, our 
Organization sponsored an in- 
ternational agreement on the 
importation of objects of edu- 
cational, scientific or cultural 
character. This agreement was 
approved at the General Confe- 
rence held in Florence in 1950 
and is now operating in several 
UNESCO Member States. 


To improve the foreign ex- 
change difficulties which do not 
allow the importation of books, 
UNESCO started in 1949 the 
UNESCO Coupons. Scheme. 
UNESCO Coupons can be pur- 
chased in local currency and are 


used nearly in any foreign 
country for orders of books, or 
scientific equipment without 
any foreign exchange restric- 
tions. Over 20 million dollars 
worth of coupons have been 
issued by UNESCO ssince the 
establishment of that scheme 
ten years ago, and nearly 5 
million dollars worth of coupons 
are sold now yearly. 


Our Science Cooperation 
Office in Cairo is making this 
scheme available to the Govern- 
ment as well as to the indivi- 
dual scientist and student. In 
1957 and 1958, a total of 
$ 1.130,200. (One million one 
hundred and thirty thousand 
and two hundred Dollars) 


worth of coupons was sold in 
Egypt.. The UNESCO Cou- 
pons became thus the most 
popular means in this country 
to foreign publications 
of ucational scientific or 
cultural character . 

We are now coming to the 


réle of libraries in e world 
circulation of books. In many 


Ao 


countries, public libraries are 
ranked first as purchasers of 
books and they insure often 
50% of the works put into 
circulation. 


For that reason UNESCO al- 
ways helped in the develop- 
ment of public libraries in its 
Member States. In 1951 we 
established, in cooperation with 

ern library as a pilot project 
in Delhi. Another such libra- 

was opened in Colombia in 
1954 and since the public libra- 


ries development congress held | 


in Nigeria in 1953, another 
similar pilot library is in func- 
tion there. Over a coun- 
tries requested UNESCO's 
help in this field and several 
experts were sent out, school 
and mobile libraries were 
opened and the organization of 
libraries improved together 
with the establishment for 
training of librarians. 


UNESCO granted over 40 fel- | 


lowships for librarians during 
the last ten years and cooper- 
ated in the production of two 
films concerning the libraries 
«DISCOVERY OF THE BOOK» 
and «BOOKS FOR ALL». 


The last two important items 
in the circulation of books are 
the bibliographies and the ex- 
change of publications. 


The development of libraries 
cannot be successful without 
adequate bibliographies which 
are kept instantly up to date. 
UNESCO is a the esta- 
blishment of national bibliogra- 
phies in every country. With 
our help and that of our ex- 
perts, such works were publish- 
ed last in several coun- 
tries. t Headquarters, ag 


International Centre of 
change for Libraries is orga- 
nizing international exchanges 
in cooperation with the National 
Exchange Centres. 


UNESCO is trying to adopt 
now a universal convention for 
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the exchange of publications 
among governmental and non- 
governmental institutions. 


For all the current informa- 
tion on libraries, UNESCO 
Headquarters _ is ublishing 
monthly the «BULLETIN FOR 
LIBRARIES» which is widely 
distributed around the world. 


The great interest of UNES- 
CO in the field of libraries was 
manifested also by the fact that 
the third Director General of 
Organization was Dr. 
Luther Evans, former Director 
of the Library of Congress in 
Washington, which is one of the 
most famous world libraries. 
Dr. Evans has just terminated 
his term with UNESCO last 
Devember. 


I hope that this summary will 
show to the readers of your 
the importance which 

NESCO is giving to the circu- 
lation of books and to the deve- 
lopment of libraries which are 
playing such an important réle 
in the promotion of understand- 
ing and respect among the 
peoples of the world which is 
—- main task of our Organiza- 
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Now AVAILABLE—= 


The long-awaited 16th Edition of the 


DEWEY DECIMAL 
CLASSIFICATION 


Edited over a four-year period at the Library of Congress 
with the advice and help of the library profession, the new 
Edition marks a return to the basic principles which governed 
Editions 1 through 14, while retaining generally approved 
features of Edition 15. ; 


The 16th Edition’ is bound in two volumes (Volume 1 
Tables, 1409 pages; Volume 2 Index, 1028 pages) 


Price $30 PosTPAD 


Order from: 


THE H. W. WILSON COMPANY 
950 University Avenue ° New York 52, New York 


NOTE—To minimize periodic readjustments and to establish a continuous flow of 
information to keep pace with knowledge, the publishers have arranged for 
purchasers who return a card sent with Edition 16 to receive free DC 
Additions, Notes & Decisions as they accumulate, probably quarterly; thus 
keeping DC constantly up to date. 
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